
Correlative Conjunctions
Conjunctions are like the glue that holds sentences together. They allow us

to form complex, elegant sentences and convey detailed thoughts.

Without conjunctions, our language would be choppy and disjointed.

There are three main types of conjunctions in English: coordinating,

subordinating, and correlative. Each type has a unique role in the

sentence and follows specific rules.

This article will focus on correlative conjunctions, a fascinating and often

misunderstood part of English grammar. Correlative conjunctions work in

pairs to balance words, phrases, or clauses.

So, let’s delve into the world of correlative conjunctions and explore their

usage, rules, and nuances. By the end of this lesson, you’ll be able to wield

these powerful tools with confidence and precision in your everyday

communication. Stay tuned!

Definition of Correlative Conjunctions

Correlative Conjunctions are pairs of conjunctions that work together to

coordinate words or groups of words in a sentence. They ensure balance

and coherence in the sentence structure, making the sentence easier to

understand.

Correlative conjunctions get their name from the fact that they work

together (co-) to join grammatical elements of equal importance in a

sentence. This means that the words, phrases, or clauses that the

correlative conjunctions connect hold the same grammatical weight or

value in the context of the sentence.



Here are some examples of correlative conjunctions and their roles in

sentences:

1. “Either…Or”

● Sentence: “You can either stay here or come with us.”

● Explanation: The conjunction “either…or” is used to present two

possible choices or alternatives. In this sentence, the two

choices are staying here and coming with us.

2. “Neither…Nor”

● Sentence: “He is neither a student nor a teacher.”

● Explanation: The conjunction “neither…nor” is used to deny

both of the two alternatives. In this sentence, it’s denying that

he is a student and denying that he is a teacher.

3. “Not only…But also”

● Sentence: “She is not only intelligent but also hard-working.”

● Explanation: The conjunction “not only…but also” is used to

emphasize two positive qualities or actions. In this sentence,

it’s emphasizing that she is intelligent and that she is

hard-working.

Common Correlative Conjunctions

Here are some common correlative conjunctions:

● Either…Or

The conjunction pair ‘Either…Or’ is used to present two possibilities or

choices. The structure is: Either + [option 1] + or + [option 2].

Example: Either you can go to the library, or you can stay at home.

Explanation: In this sentence, the conjunction ‘Either…Or’ presents two

options for the subject ‘you’: going to the library or staying at home.



● Neither…Nor

‘Neither…Nor’ is used to deny two alternatives or express that two or more

things are not true. The structure is: Neither + [negative statement 1] +

nor + [negative statement 2].

Example: She is neither a student nor a teacher.

Explanation: The conjunction ‘Neither…Nor’ is used to deny both

possibilities for the subject ‘she’: being a student and being a teacher.

● Not only…But also

‘Not only…But also’ is used to show an additional unexpected or surprising

element. The structure is: Not only + [statement 1] + but also +

[statement 2].

Example: He is not only a talented musician, but also an excellent painter.

Explanation: The conjunction ‘Not only…But also’ is used to express that

the subject ‘he’ has two qualities: being a talented musician, which might

be expected, and being an excellent painter, which is an additional,

perhaps surprising, quality.

● Both…And

‘Both…And’ is used to emphasize two pieces of information. The structure

is: Both + [statement 1] + and + [statement 2].

Example: She is both a successful entrepreneur and a loving mother.

Explanation: The conjunction ‘Both…And’ is used to emphasize two

qualities of the subject ‘she’: being a successful entrepreneur and being a

loving mother.

● Whether…Or



‘Whether…Or’ is used to present two alternatives or possibilities, often

when there is doubt or the outcome is uncertain. The structure is:

Whether + [option 1] + or + [option 2].

Example: I don’t knowwhether it will rain or snow.

Explanation: The conjunction ‘Whether…Or’ is used to express two

possibilities: it raining or it snowing, with the speaker expressing

uncertainty about the outcome.

Advanced Usage of Correlative Conjunctions

Verb agreement

When both elements are singular: When a correlative conjunction

connects two elements that make up the subject, and both elements are

singular, the verb should be singular.

Example: Both John and his brother **expresses** disagreement.

Here, both elements (“John”, “his brother”) are singular, so the verb

(“express”) is also singular.

Proximity rule: When one of the elements (subject) is plural, the element

closest to the verb determines if it is singular or plural. This is known as the

“proximity rule”.

Example: Neither Paula nor her friends **speak** Spanish.

The element closest to the verb (“her friends”) is plural, so the verb (“speak”)

is also plural.

Example: Both her parents and she **likes** the offer.

The element closest to the verb (“she”) is singular, so the verb (“like”) is also

singular.



Pronoun agreement

If you connect two antecedents (the words that a pronoun refers back to)

with a correlative conjunction, the second antecedent should agree in

number with the pronoun that follows.

Here’s an example:

■ Not only Pablo but also his teammates did their best to win.

In this sentence, the second antecedent (“teammates”) is plural, so the

pronoun that follows (“their”) is also plural. This is in accordance with the

rule. So, the rule ensures that the pronoun correctly refers to the

appropriate antecedent in number (singular or plural).

The parallelism of the sentence when using correlative
conjunctions.

Grammatical parallelism, also known as parallel structure or parallel

construction, is a balance within one or more sentences of similar phrases

or clauses that have the same grammatical structure. This is particularly

important when using correlative conjunctions.

The principle of parallelism dictates that the words, phrases, or clauses

following the correlative conjunctions should have the same grammatical

structure to maintain balance and coherence in the sentence.

For instance, in the sentence: “She not only sings beautifully but also

dances gracefully.”, the phrases “sings beautifully” and “dances gracefully”

follow the correlative conjunctions “not only… but also” and maintain the

same grammatical structure, thus fulfilling the requirement of parallelism.

Here are some other examples:

■ Workers ask not only for promotion but also for good salaries.



After “not only”, we have a preposition, and after “but also”, we also have a

preposition. So, from a parallelism point of view, this sentence is correct.

■ She was confused, she could neither accept nor refuse.

After “neither”, we have a verb (“accept”), and after “nor”, we have a verb

(“refuse”).

So, in both sentences, the parts of the sentence that follow the correlative

conjunctions are grammatically parallel, which is in accordance with the

rule.

The negative role of the correlative conjunction “neither … nor …”.

Please note that the conjunction “neither … nor …” implies a negation. Be

careful not to use a double negative. For example:

■ I could not use neither the phone nor the computer. ----> Incorrect

■ I could use neither the phone nor the computer. ---------> Correct

In the first sentence, there is a double negative (“could not” and “neither”),

which is incorrect. In the second sentence, there is only one negative

(“neither … nor …”), which is correct. So, the rule is to avoid using a double

negative when using “neither … nor …”.

Exercises and Practice

Fill in the blanks with the correct correlative conjunctions:

1. ___ John ___ Mary is coming to the party tonight.

● A) Either / Or

● B) Neither / Nor

● C) Not only / But also

2. ___ did he finish his homework ___, he also cleaned his room.

● A) Both / And



● B) Either / Or

● C) Not only / But also

3. ___ do I like spinach ___, I also dislike broccoli.

● A) Both / And

● B) Neither / Nor

● C) Not only / But also

4. ___ my brother ___ my sister is interested in playing football.

● A) Both / And

● B) Either / Or

● C) Neither / Nor

5. ___ do they play the guitar ___, they also sing.

● A) Both / And

● B) Either / Or

● C) Not only / But also

The sentences below contain errors with correlative conjunctions. Your task

is to correct them:

1. Incorrect: Both mymother and also my father are doctors.

Correct:_______________________________________________________

2. Incorrect: Either you must stop eating my food or don’t come here

anymore.

Correct:_______________________________________________________

3. Incorrect: She can play neither the guitar or the piano.

Correct:_______________________________________________________

4. Incorrect: Not only he passed the exam but also scored the highest.

Correct:_______________________________________________________

5. Incorrect: I want to visit both Rome or Paris this summer.

Correct:_______________________________________________________



Correct Answers with Explanation:

1. Correct: Both mymother and my father are doctors. Explanation:

The correlative conjunction “both/and” is used here. The word “also”

is not needed.

2. Correct: Either you must stop eating my food or you must not come

here anymore. Explanation: The correlative conjunction “either/or” is

used here. The verb “must” needs to be repeated in the second

clause for correct parallel structure.

3. Correct: She can play neither the guitar nor the piano. Explanation:

The correlative conjunction “neither/nor” is used here. The word “or”

is incorrect in this context.

4. Correct: Not only did he pass the exam, but he also scored the

highest. Explanation: The correlative conjunction “not only/but also”

is used here. The auxiliary verb “did” is needed for correct sentence

structure, and “also” should come before “scored”.

5. Correct: I want to visit both Rome and Paris this summer.

Explanation: The correlative conjunction “both/and” is used here.

The word “or” is incorrect in this context.

Construct sentences using the given correlative conjunctions:

1. Correlative Conjunction: Both / and

Sentence:_______________________________________________________

2. Correlative Conjunction: Either / or

Sentence:_______________________________________________________

3. Correlative Conjunction: Neither / nor

Sentence:_______________________________________________________

4. Correlative Conjunction: Not only / but also

Sentence:_______________________________________________________

5. Correlative Conjunction:Whether / or

Sentence:_______________________________________________________



Correct Answers with Explanation:

1. Correlative Conjunction: Both / and Sentence: Both my brother and

my sister are studying medicine.Explanation: The correlative

conjunction “both/and” is used to connect two related things or

actions.

2. Correlative Conjunction: Either / or Sentence: You can either stay

here or come with us. Explanation: The correlative conjunction

“either/or” is used to indicate a choice between two possibilities.

3. Correlative Conjunction: Neither / nor Sentence: He is neither

interested in music nor in art. Explanation: The correlative

conjunction “neither/nor” is used to connect two negative

possibilities.

4. Correlative Conjunction: Not only / but also Sentence: She not only

plays the piano but also composes music.Explanation: The

correlative conjunction “not only/but also” is used to show that more

than one thing is true.

5. Correlative Conjunction:Whether / or Sentence: I don’t know

whether she will come or not. Explanation: The correlative

conjunction “whether/or” is used to express a doubt or choice

between alternatives.

FAQ

Sure, here’s a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) section for an article

about “Correlative Conjunctions”:

1. What are correlative conjunctions? Correlative conjunctions are pairs of

conjunctions that work together to coordinate words or groups of words in

a sentence. They ensure that the sentence elements they connect are

equal in terms of importance and structure.



2. Can you give some examples of correlative conjunctions? Yes, some

common examples of correlative conjunctions are “both/and”, “either/or”,

“neither/nor”, “not only/but also”, and “whether/or”.

3. How do I use correlative conjunctions correctly?When using

correlative conjunctions, it’s important to ensure parallelism, which means

the elements they connect should have the same grammatical structure.

For example, in the sentence “Not only does she play the piano, but she

also composes music”, “play the piano” and “composes music” are both

verb phrases.

4. Can I use correlative conjunctions in compound sentences? Yes,

correlative conjunctions are often used in compound sentences to show

the relationship between different ideas. For example, “Either you can go

to the party, or you can stay home and study.”

5. What happens if I misuse correlative conjunctions?Misusing

correlative conjunctions can lead to awkward sentences and

misunderstandings. It’s important to use them correctly to ensure your

sentences are clear and grammatically correct.


